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Maturity Like a Child

Key Theme: Think like a child, behave like a saint

A Church Scene

Three people from church were having a discussion.
The pastor commented, “Please pray for me. | have
several families to visit this week, a funeral, and a
sermon to prepare for and | need to feed these people
with excellent teaching from God’s word. My work is
VERY critical to the success of this church.”

The deacon responded, “Please pray for me, after a
very busy week and a lot of stress at work, | have
to arrive at church very early every Sunday to set
up chairs, put out Bibles, and get the place ready
for all the people to arrive. If things were not set up
well, no one would come to this church to hear your
sermons. My work is VERY critical to the success of
this church.”

Then the secretary said, “Please pray for me, | have
to organize all the activities of the church and get
people to volunteer to help with the nursery, children’s
sunday school, adult sunday school, organizing our
church retreat, preparing the bulletin each week,
answering phone calls, counting the offering and
taking it to the bank. If | were not doing these things,
pastor, you would not get paid, we could not pay the
rent, people would not come to church. My work is
VERY critical to the success of this church.”

| wonder, which one of these is the greatest and does
the most important work?

V. 1 Matt says the disciples asked a similar question.
But Mark and Luke tell us they were actually arguing.
Mk 9:33 gives us some helpful background. They
had returned from up north to the city of Capernaum.
This is where Peter lived. When Mark says, “he
was in the house” it is most likely in Peter’s house.
Jesus asks them, what were you arguing about on
the road? And so we know this was not an innocent
question of curiosity, but a seriously debated point
with disagreement.

- S
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Matthew 18:1-35

Rev Steve Torgenson
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Setting the stage

Before this discussion on the road, we need to
remember a few important experiences that had
recently occurred.

1. One evening, deep in the night, following the
feeding of the 5,000, Jesus had sent the disciples
in a boat to cross the lake. A threatening storm
came up and they were in danger. Suddenly
Jesus appeared, walking on the water. He singled
out Peter and called him to step out of the boat
and walk to him.

2. Not long after that, following many miracles and
teachings, and growing confrontation from the
Pharisees, Jesus asked his disciples who he truly
was. Peter gave his famous answer, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16).
Peter was honored above all the other disciples
for his answer. But soon after that, Jesus rebuked
Peter and called him Satan and a stumbling block.
Peter had lost some stature!

3. The third incident was when Jesus took only Peter,
James and John up a high mountain and there,
only those three saw Jesus transfigured into a
blazing light. Moses and Elijah also appeared,
and they all heard the voice of God. While these
three were having this indescribable experience,
the other nine were miserably failing to deliver a
child from a demon.

Who, then, is the greatest of the disciples? Clearly,
from these three events, there was beginning to
emerge a hierarchy of which disciples were more
important than the others. And so the argument about
the greatest was genuine, intense, and personal.

Today, we still find this kind of discussion in our
churches, schools, the work place, and in our
homes. We still are arguing for status, privileges,
influence, and positions of authority. In the church,
we try to solve some of these problems by giving
titles to people. The greatest or most spiritual people
are called Rev. Next in line is the Bible woman or
preacher, then the deacons, teachers, ushers, and so
on. Truthfully, titles can be helpful. Jesus was called
Rabbi, teacher, master, lord, Messiah, Son of Man,
Son of God, etc. Titles are not necessarily wrong or
to be avoided. Titles also help us understand different
responsibilities. But the more important question is
not “What is your title? ”, but, “What is God looking at
when He assesses our life?”

KCC is now 25 years old. If we were like the disciples,
maybe we would be asking, “Who is the greatest
person in the history of KCC?” But Jesus says, there
is a better question to ask. Do not ask about who is
#1, and who is #2, etc. This kind of question leads
to competition and comparison. It leads to pride and
privileges. People who are concerned about who
is #1 and #2 and so on are rewarded on earth with
their possessions, perks, comfort, fame and ease.
Be careful about trying to see who is blessed or not
blessed in this world. That is not really an important
question at all.

So, what kind of question
does Jesus say we should be
asking?

A Better Question: How do I become
great/rewarded in the kingdom of heaven? Or, what
pleases God the Father the most?

Jesus’ response is SHOCKING. He does not TELL
them the answer, he SHOWS them the answer. He
calls to one of Peter’s children to come near him, then
says, “Listen very carefully to what | am telling you. #1
— UNLESS YOU CHANGE, and become like children,
you will NEVER enter the kingdom of heaven. And,
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#2 — WHOEVER HUMBLES HIMSELF like this child
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” (18:3-4)

We are told, the Key Requests to make
from God are:

1. Help me to change

2. Show me the way to become humble

After Jesus has Peter’s young child stand in their
midst, he says, if you are to change and become like
a child, I will explain what that means in adult words.

But first, let me explain what this DOES NOT mean.
It does not mean the most mature Christian is to
be innocent, simple, childish, naive, immature. The
disciples’ debate was about rank, authority, position.
The child has NONE OF THESE. A ten year old is not
arguing about their rank in society or their authority.
That is not their concern. Second, “humbling
yourself” is a willful, mature decision with serious and
uncomfortable consequences.

A child in Jesus’ day could not do what they wanted,
go where they wanted, say what they wanted. In a
similar way, the Christian must be willing to choose
to humble themselves and not demand adult rights or
privileges, if they are to become mature, and great in
God'’s kingdom.

In all that follows of Matt 18: 5-35, think in terms of
the need for us to change in the way we relate to
people and in the need for us to be humble people
ourselves. Humble people act and think differently.
In Jesus’ words, the mature Christian is to be like a
child!

VV. 5-6 The “child” Jesus now talking about is NOT
the young boy standing in their midst. Rather the
“child” is one who is a disciple of Jesus. We must ask
ourselves, “Is there anything in my behavior or my
words that is harmful to one of ‘these children?’ Are
there things that | do or say that would lead a disciple
of Christ to disobey God and sin?” It would be best to
have a massive stone tied to that person’s neck and
tossed into the ocean.

VV. 7-9 What about choices you make as a disciple,
as one of these children? Think carefully about how
society influences you and twists your sense of what
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is right and ' what is wrong. There are many things in
society that are accepted, yet are sinful. It is better
that you take strict, desperate, personal measures to
safeguard your behavior, than to risk being rejected
by God. Better to be safe than sorry! You must be
strict to protect yourself.

vV. 10-14 You are not defenseless or a victim to
the world. God is always there, his angels watch
over us, to see that we are brought safely back if we
wander off. You are not alone. The great shepherd is
watching out for you and knows you need protection.
Call on Him and ask Him for wisdom, for the ability to
change, for the willingness to humble yourself.

vv. 15-20 If your brother from church sins against
you, go and talk to him. This will take courage on
your part, yet you must do this like a child, without
demanding your rights. You must do this humbly. At
the same time, the brother being confronted, must
respond like a child as well, not with anger at being
accused and feeling insulted. He too, must respond
humbly, embracing where he was in error. The goal
is for forgiveness and unity and reconciliation.

Unless you change and humble yourselves, there
will constantly be feelings of anger, injustice, feeling
disrespected, distrust and resentment. Within the
church, we must behave differently toward one
another, like a child, not seeking our rights or rank.

VV. 21-22 When someone is careless and indifferent
and repeatedly hurts us and sins against us, is there
a limit to how often we should forgive them? Peter
asks, wouldn’t seven times be a very generous
number of times to forgive someone? In a sense,
Jesus agrees but he says do not limit or count how
many times you have forgiven a person, but forgive
them an ENDLESS NUMBER OF TIMES!

REFLECTION

By this time, all the disciples must surely think, living
in this way, thinking about myself as a child and
treating others gently and carefully as if they were a
child, and deliberately humbling myself, knowing that
others will take advantage of me, will make my life
much more difficult for me. This is a hard teaching.
How can any group of people truly treat one another
in this way? Can even a Christian husband and wife
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treat one another with such kindness and humility?

vv. 23-35 Jesus closes out this discussion with a
ridiculous story, to make his point. The discussion
started about how we should rank importance and
authority in the church. He warned us, we will NEVER
EVEN ENTER the kingdom of heaven 1) unless we
change and become like children, and 2) we humble
ourselves like a child.

Finally, Jesus says, here is the real truth of the matter
as he tells this story . . .

A privileged and trusted servant of the king’s assets
gradually, incredibly borrowed a massive amount of
money from the king’s treasury.

Let’s imagine this steward is your friend and he has
borrowed money from you. He asks for a loan. He is
not asking you to invest in something with him. If an
investment, you would grant it with the understanding
you may lose it all. You hope for but you do not
demand a return.

But this money is a loan. A loan is different. You
expect it to be returned and so the terms are
different. Suppose it is HK$100. No big deal. What
about HK$1,000. Still not such a great risk. If it is
HK$10,000, then it is getting more serious, but if not
returned, it would not be terribly harmful to you. At
HK$100,000 now we are getting serious. But this loan
is actually more. So if it was HK$1,000,000 this would
be a very big deal. However, in Jesus’ story, in order
for Jesus to make his point clear, the steward has
borrowed much more than HK$10,000,000, and has
SPENT IT ALL! All of this has been used up.

The king demands the servant, his wife and all his
children be sold as slaves in payment of this enormous
debt and so that the man will never borrow again.

Faced with this crisis, the man falls on his knees,
begging the king to have MERCY on him and give
him time to repay the debt. Out of pity, to everyone’s
shock, the king is willing to FORGIVE the man ALL
this debt. Such grace, mercy, kindness is unheard of.

Questions:

Who is the king in the story?

Who is the servant with the great debt?

What are we supposed to learn from this story, so
far? You and | can hardly understand or appreciate
the tremendous debt that God offers to forgive us.
Our debt of sin, of disobedience, of selfishness, of
coveting, of complaining and grumbling, of jealousy,
of anger and bitterness, of ungratefulness, of
withholding love from others, becomes a massive,
massive debt of sin that grows every day against
God, as well as against others. When Jesus grants us
forgiveness, it is a tremendous debt that he removes
from our lives.

Well, what should our response be? In Jesus’ story,
the servant who was forgiven left the king’s presence
and found a man who owed him HK$50 and started
to beat him if he didn’t repay it immediately. The other
man begged him for some time, but the servant had
him tossed in prison until he paid it back!

When we hear this story, we are in shock that the
servant could be so incredibly ungratefull Why
couldn’t he forgive such a trivial debt. Why couldn’t
he say, “Yes, you owe me this, but | will forgive you.
Go in peace my friend!"?

Well, when the king heard about how the servant
treated others, and his incredible LACK OF MERCY,
he was arrested and tortured! And we would think,
this served him right! How could this man be so
hypocritical, so ungrateful, so demanding, so selfish,
so cruel?!

But remember, who is the servant with the great
debt? It is me and it is this church.

Jesus concludes this discussion about who will enter
and who will be great in the kingdom of heaven saying,
“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you
(Peter, James, John, Andrew, Matthew, Bartholomew,

Philip, etc.) unless you forgive your brother from your
heart” (18:35).
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Summary

We need to have the image of a child in our minds
when we think about ourselves as Christians. That
child needs to be me. | need to change, and not
demand my position and rank or think that | deserve
payback here, in HK; in this life. | must not live for
status or privileges. And, in view of ALL that the King
has forgiven me, | will willingly forgive others, and not
count how many times | have forgiven them.

Jesus also taught me to pray, “forgive me in the same
way | forgive others” (Matt 6:12).

KCC is celebrating its 25" anniversary. This theme

of REB (Flowing Grace is Because of YOU)
highlights how wildly generous God’s grace is to
people so undeserving of forgiveness.

This week, as you meet and see people, ask God to
give you a child-like spirit so that you will be generous
in forgiving others again and again, as you remember
how much he has forgiven you.

Inthe letter to the church at Colosse, Paul writes, “Bear
with each other and forgive WHATEVER grievances
you may have against one another. Forgive, as the
Lord forgave you” (Col. 3:13).

Let’s pray for one another that we can change and
will be able to “humble ourselves” like a child.
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